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Wayne GarciaWins Irene Miller Journalism Award
by Wendy Risk

Wayne Garcia was the unanimous choice of the Pinellas County chapter board of the Al
to receive the 2009 Irene Miller Vigilance in Journalism awdrke award recognizes consistent,
objective, and comprehensive reporting on the actions of governments, particularly in the Tam
Bay area.Garcia thinks and writes as if the First Amendment counts.

iHedéds a truth teller,d said Ray Arsenau
chapter first vice presidenfi Gar ci a has an intense intell eq
him to political dialog that is insightful and inspiring to othekse cuts through the static and
focuses on issues that really mattkle is respectful of all who take political dialog seriously.
Garcia is a man of remarkable wit who uses it for a deeper, serious purpose: to make people t
I n a word, heds refreshing. o

The political edit or Creative DoafingGardass best khosvm far &is dolun@olitieat \Ehlorke gy

forum for Tampa Bay politicsTwo of his mostwelk nown col umns are fAFix It Nowod and 0

Five yearsagdCr e at i v e editon Bavid Weagnérsand Garcia sat down to breakfsirner had just hired Garcia,

and Garcia had just wrapped up managing a right wing senatorial campéégner asked Garcia to explain how he would fit info

the liberal paper.
il dm a progr ésgiues sbyomatcworué . d just call me a politi
iThatdd be a funny name for a cPRolticahWwhoréwaschristétnede d War n
After working with Garcia for five years, Warner calls him genial and the smartest guy in the room.

cal
er .

The Political Whorea.k.a. PoHo, was named the Best Media Blog of 2008 by the Florida Netroots Coalition and won the

Best Blog Award in the 2009 Sunshine State Awards.
Garciabdbs family emigrated fr oAnatved $Scotch Plain, H.J. Gardm@rewid@an v
Anglo neighborhood in Ft. Lauderdale and speaks only enough Spanish to order a cup of coffee in a café.

By ninth grade, he had decided to pursue a journalismcdfiieer. | i ked politics, Gatidwas |
el ected class president his junior year, and st udaeaautal c
fit.o

Throughout his childhood, Garcia had loved Jacques Cousteau television documeAtagasironmentalist, Cousteau

studied the oceans and sea life from his ship the Calyjpdot was t he c ool e s tCostihuedvonBage®@ar ¢ i
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i kec
ounc



Page?2

3
It is your duty as a citizen to
help shape your govenment
and safeguard our heritage
of Freedom.

L

ACongress
law respecting an
establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; ¢
the right of the people
peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the
Government for a redres
of grievanc

The First Amendment of
our US constitution

The Pinellas ACLUis a

chapter of:

ACLU of Florida

Eternal Vigilance [

st

oY

4500 Biscayne Blvd. Suite 34(
Miami, FL 33137

Phong(786) 3632700
General Email:
aclufl@aclufl.org

speia is II eI t urhr

the cause of liberty in our
country. Use any of the
contact information above.

By Thom Foley, President

The Pinellas County chapter board of the Florida ACLU has bee
especially busy in 2009, dealing with a broad spectrum of civil
liberty issues and concerns. Our primary activitieslucation,
negotiation and litigation have produced successes as well as
setbacks during this most challenging year.

As in years past, board members were active in diverse educational
projects, including staffing information tables at the annual Circus McGurkis and at the St.
Petersburg Times Festival of Reading, where our Banned Books booth continues to dramatize
continuing attempts to ban books in this cou
Festival and Parade was particularly successful, with the assistance and participation of both the
West Coast Regional office and members of the Mlammis ed ACLU of FIl ori da

In March, Pinellas board members participated in a-state phone campaign to help defeat a
Gainesville Charter Amendment that would have repealed existing civil rights protections for
Gainesvilleds LGBT community. Member s al so
throughout Pinellas County to present arguments against proposed government actions that
violated the protections of the Bill of Rights. Thus when Kenneth City proposed a building
ordinance that would have severely violated
proposed donating public property to a private developer in order to restrict the free speech rights
of peaceful protestors, chapter board members added their voices to the efforts to defeat, for now,
these unconstitutional measures. The Chapter also played a role in assisting the city of Largo to
grasp the inappropriateness of hosting a prayer breakfast with city staff and resources.

On the litigation front, the Pinellas Legal panel, under the direction of chair Bruce Howie and

with assists from the ACLU regional and state offices, prevailed in court actions involving two
well-publicized cases this year. A case involving an effort in Kenneth City to prevent the

duly elected Mayot Teresa Zemaitis from taking office because she was a publicly employed
school teacher, was successfully resolved, as were the efforts of Clearwater bait shop owner Herb
Quintero to maintain an artistic mural on the side of his business. After ahaaggd response

to the mural, the city also fined the Quinte
displaying the full text of the first amendment. Ultimately, civil liberties were protected in these
cases.

In addition to these highlights of the past year, the Pinellas ACLU remains an active participant on
the Florida ACLU board, and played a role in the production of a Chapter Resource Manual which
has now been distributed to chapter board members throughout the state. Pinellas board member
also joined with ACLU state, regional, and other chapters-ispomsoring a Drug Policy Reform
Forum in September, and have assisted in-gtate cost cutting measures by hosting two of this
year s State Board meetings in St. Petersbur

Your local Pinellas ACLU continues to serve as a local champion of civil liberties and a defender
of the freedoms embedded in the Bill of Rights. We conclude our year with our annual meeting
and dinner in December, to honor two particularly deserving advocates: Abhi Janamanchi,
recipient of the Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Civil Liberties Award, and Wayne Garcia with the Irene
Miller Vigilance in Journalism award. | hope you can attend and help us honor these champions,
as well as join me in a salute to the Pinellas ACLU board for all that they do for us all.

. Your Pinellas County ACLU Board




Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Friend of Civil Liberties

The 2009 Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Friend of Civil Liberties Award has been given to

Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, minister of the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater, i
recognition of his tireless efforts on behalf of civil liberties in the Tampa Bay area.

Abhi Janamanchi grew up in India where he was informed on the value of freedom by hi
family history. His grandfather was in
freedom struggle His family wore homespun cloth as Gandhi advised, foregoing foreign
clothing. His grandfather and other relatives marched and protested for over twenty yea
close friend of the family was tried for slapping a British police officer. This history left
Janamanchi with a strong commitment to freedom and civil liberties.

In school he was a student of history. He learned that India had borrowed heavily from t
U.S. Constitution in drafting its own, so he studied the U.S. Constitution to see what it hg
say.

Aiwhat really got my interest, o0 Janamanc

emphasis on freedom of thought, belief and speech. This helped me gain a deeper app
of why these principles were drafted into the Indian constitution, and subsequently findin
the involvement of Unitarians and Universalists in that whole process and recognizing a
similar connection with the Brahmo Samaj, a Unitarian Hindu group | was a part of, left g
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bThe Pinellas County Chapter wil
Seledt ifs Bchrd bf Diredlard¥ar t
2010 at the Bill of Rights Awards
[BaAquet on December 2, 2009.
current members of the local
chapter are eligible to vote. The
Nominations Committee is pleas
N® present these civil libertarians
avigo have agreed to serve you fg

election or reelection to twgear
hdrmss ai d fAwas th
eciation
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Thom Foley, President

great impression. Many of the writers of the Indian constitution were members of the BraRag Arsenault, %t Vice Chair

Samaj . 0

Janamanchi decided to become a Unitarian Universalist minister and came to the Mead
Lombard Theol ogi cal School at the Unive

how much importance Unitarians and Universalists have given to the bill of rights, given

freedom is an important principle for our own religious tradition, and the work that Unitar
Universalism has done to preserve and promote those rights both in civil society and in ¢
congregations, lead me to a deeper appreciation of how it (the Bill of Rights) is a fundan

sy mbol of the freedoms and culture of t
Recogni zing that ités not just a Bill o]
AHIi storically I am referring to our den

work in the preCivil and post Civil War periods dealing with slavery and oppression, the \
UUs have done around womendés rights, ou
work continues now with our ongoing work on GLBT rights, and our lifting up our voices
against torture. o

When asked to explain what has motivate
based on my own familyod6s involvement i n
i mportant to stand up for oneb6s freedom

is both free and enslaved, in the sense of the kind of enslavement that happens when vy,
rigid social systems like the caste system in place. | have witnessed the oppression of p
on a dayto-day basis and how that in turn seeks to diminish them, and dehumanize thent
demean them, and yet, how they still respond and break those shackles that are impose
t hem. |l 6ve seen both the oppressive an

that here, in more subtle ways, how people and government tend to act in ways that opp
people or limit or deny their freedoms. To me being human is to be free, where we are ¢

in our lives by our conscience. We are responsible to lead our lives in ways that contribyifega Neri

the common good. Documents like the Bill of Rights provide a good basis for living our li
in that way. o

Rev. Janamanchi states that his deep passion involves the separation of church and sta|

agrees with Jefferson that the wall nee
religion here in the US,0 he said, A to
countries where there isnbét that separ a

(Continued on Page 4)
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Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Friend of Civil Liberties Awarghtinued... Page4

Janamanchi sees the religious right as the biggest t
starting in the 670s, of people carrying these notio
founders wanted, if anything, just the opposite. | love to draw attention to the Treaty of Tripoli where a sitting presiden
(John Adams) stated we are not a Christian nation and did it ironically, to the head of an Islamic state (the Pasha of
Tripoli).

When Hillsboro County was debating whether or not to have religious holidays in the school year, Janamanchi appear

on media programs saying, #fAlf you are going to open
religious holiday. I toés better not to go that road,
with a long |list of holidays that are very meaningfu

Anot her focus of Janamanchi 6s efforts has been pr omo
part of his work in Clearwater. He was key in organizing the campaign to protect Susan Stanton when she was fired a
City Manager of Largo. He worked with colleagues to organize public rallies; he attended commission meetings to
speak on behalf of Stanton and met with individual commissioners.

He also worked to get the Pinellas County Commission to improve its Human Rights Ordinance to include sexual
orientation as a protected group. Though disappointed the Commission did not include the gender identity part of the
proposal, he feels they did make progress.

Anot her effort on Rev. Janamanchi 6s part was the cam
discrimination into the state constitution. Janamanchi rallied a group of more than thirfgithtetergy and their
congregations and civic organizations, to come together to oppose amendment two. He organized an extensive
telephoning and letter writing campaign to defeat the amendment. Though disappointed by the outcome, he feels this
was a worthwhile effort. He stated, il believe in
same gender marriage. The amendment was redundant and discriminatory. | also felt it went against some fundamer
constitutional principles including separation of church and state. | believe civil and religious marriage are different.
Religions can and should disagree, but to write one way of recognizing marriage into the state Constitution was not on
trampling on the rights of religions that have a different view of marriage it also was confusing civil and religious
marriage. Civil marriage needs to be available regardless of sexual orientation.

Looking to the future, Janamanchi sees health care as a basic human right that we need to work for. A country that ta
seriously the pursuit of happiness must have access to health care. He thinks we need to reform the way we deal witt
immigration. The current anti immigrant campaign is racist and colonial and seeks to blame immigrants rather than
looking to see what corrections we need to make in our laws.

The major threat to Civil Liberties Janamanchi said,
separation of church and state. He warns, fAThey hav
away at it in a very dispersed and expansive level and are working their way up, all the way to the Supreme Court. W
have no clue as to how to counter their efforts. We continue to approach it on a case by case basis which is exactly wt
they want us to do, because then we are devoting our attention to one case after another while in the meantime they &
off to the next chapter. To have sitting supreme court justices make statements as to why they are opposed to the
separation of church and state is not only dishearte

Abhi Janamanchi is committed to making a better world. The Pinellas Chapter of the ACLU is pleased to honor him for
his work to promote and preserve civil liberties.
By Jeffrey HarperSept. 2009

2009 Florida .
Voting Rights Reporit



http://www.aclufl.org/2009votingreport/
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NThereds so much t hat n

by Wendy Risk

Sandy Hoover, a fifteen year ACLU veteran, brings experience and intelligence to the
Pinellas County chapter. Hoover hails from Kentucky where she was an active member, servi
state board ACLU chair for four years. Her strongest achievements there include expanding
reproductive freedom projects and ggtyaight alliances in Kentucky public schools. ,

Hoover enjoys working with the Pinell a e Al t ds
individual s. Thom Foley, our president, is very gceand. 0
commitment. Hoover also serves as alaege member of the Florida state ACLU board, where she is a member of the
development committee.

Al al ways wanted to be a teacher, o0 said Hoover, who re
university social studies. Born and raised in Louisville, Hoover was an only child. Motivated by a love of paper, [keasidcha
chal kboard, she spent several summers teaching the @&ther n
stacks of papers to grade were not as exhilarating ozes | h a

has won many local, state, and national teaching awards, mentored four student teachers, hosted foreign exchangel students, an
taught as an exchange teacher in Guatemala.

In her government class, Hoover assigned students to research the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. They then present
to attorneys and judges for feedback. iThe studemtte | earn
nati onal competitions four years in a row. AThe spppiudends
said Hoover, who has earned a B.A. in history and an M.A. in Russian History.

One of her favorite learning experiences was being selected for the Supreme Court Historical Society Summer Institute
hosted at Georgetown University Law School campus. The elite program accepts only thirty educators and is funded ésmnéhe Supr
Court Historical Society. Hoover stayed in the prestigious law school dormitory filled with spacious elevators and wiagd pane
AMy undergraduate dorm did not | ook |ike that! o she said.
chambers to hear arguments, and tried to predict tldte 0j udsdes
returned home with resource materials to share with her students and workshops to present to local teachénsher
cl assr oom, Friday was al ways current events day. AMIi nds o
people thinking and away from stereotyping. Conversalti on
students write down the name of their favored candidate, and then assigned each student to research the opposin{ datydidate.
often protested, but they |l earned a | ot, o0 she saiproud Many
when one attended Yale. Four returned to student teach under Hoover.

Hoover met her husband John while working on summer <cu
friend who did asked if she could share Hooverds phone nun
women would drill Hoover about her budding relationship.

il had no chance, 06 John Hoover teased. Ailt was four o
at to cook for m John makes a good partner f didndé3andy
i ke ani mal s, roi e was a Republican, he woul dngdt have
eriously, my husband is very supportive of what | do. o
Sandy attended college during the Civil Rights Movemen
speech restrictions. They sparked her interest in civil liberties. That interest matured as she taught governmemtratitditiba.C
il't was a natur al segue to join the ACLU, 0 she said.

She had also experienced othersdé civil Il iberties issue
teachersdé uni on. I n addition, she served on Louiswngl | ebds
uni ons. fi | heard terrible stories of abuse in treatment, w

Hoover canét pick one single pet ACLU issue. Al 6ms i nt
freedom, womenédés rights, and freedom of speech as togs prioc
at the local ACLU legal office in Tampa, where she assists the lead attorney. Hoover often handles phone duty. If itselACLU
candt assist callers, Hoover tries to direct them soouch o meoc
that needs to be done. 0

Hoover recently found a free ventthe University of South Florida here in St. Petersbtwdost the state ACLU board
meetings. She confesses to being a type A personality, but with a Southern twist. That makes Hoover a diplomatiitHistener w
soft personality. If she had to choose three adjectives to describe herself, they would be organized, diligent, ané&egltsitive

0] e. 0
o] f h
ban

board member Adrien Helm added, ACompetent, determined, in

Had she not gone into teaching, Hoover might have become an attorney for a nonprofit organization such as the Sierra ClI
or perhaps an archaeol ogi st. il i ke digging and tddé ndi ng.
making |life and death decisions. 0

Active in St. Peterds Episcopal Cat hedr &deHookkoanVPage 6 i s p



Page 6 Volume 19 No. 1

Har per gs

Stetson law student +RRYHU« &RQWLQXHG IURP 3DJH

which recently hosted a dinner party at the St. Petersburg
tO be honored Yacht Club for congregants who are over eighty years old. More
than seventy people attended. Their banquet room looked out over
Tampa Bay, and the youth played
The Lambda Legal chapter at Stetson Universityni cel y, 6 Hoover said. i@neeofo t
College of Law is working with Pinellas ACLU to Hoover managed all aspects of the dinner party from invitations to

- . o finances to making the table decorations.
establish an annual prize for student writing abodlf’ Hoover keeps her finger in teaching by tutoring several

gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgenderissuesand sfternoons a week. APl aying car
Florida law. The competition is open to all currendonfessed She also works for the supervisor of elections as a trainer
Stetson law students. Entries will be reviewed bypan d El ecti on Day advisor. il th
panel of Stetson professors and an ACLU she said. fAPeople should vote.
committee will select the winning essay from the ﬁwsohr edﬁ SV OnTyE fpal Vaosrt ietree dS uapl el " Voivseorl
among the final three. The $500 award, raised by o c a1 precinct cl er k. FiShebs or
student members of Lambda, will be presentedato mmi t t ed to the democratic proc
the Pinellas ACLU Bill of Rights Banquet. and travel. The couple has visited the Philippines, Japan, Italy, the

Pinellas ACLU is pleased to eponsor what we |U:< (éa”?gha-_Bﬁ"ze' G“datemaiaac‘?f;at Rica, a”O]! many Ca”tb_bea”
hope will be an annual effort to honor students 350> (=t 1O7E © Coeai8 ec WIth freastres from ese fps.
who contribute to t_he schglarshlp on civil liberties She loves to read, especially fiction, mysteries, and intrigue.
for FIl ori dabds -OGJarBD. Vesp@i nFamdiit® auttors irel&le Elliot Roosevelt, and Jonathan Kellerman.















