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Wayne Garcia Wins Irene Miller Journalism Award  
by Wendy Risk 

  

            Wayne Garcia was the unanimous choice of the Pinellas County chapter board of the ACLU  

to receive the 2009 Irene Miller Vigilance in Journalism award.  The award recognizes consistent,  

objective, and comprehensive reporting on the actions of governments, particularly in the Tampa  

Bay area.  Garcia thinks and writes as if the First Amendment counts. 

            ñHeôs a truth teller,ò said Ray Arsenault, historian, University of South Florida professor, and  

chapter first vice president.  ñGarcia has an intense intellect and an intellectual curiosity that leads  

him to political dialog that is insightful and inspiring to others.  He cuts through the static and  

focuses on issues that really matter.  He is respectful of all who take political dialog seriously.   

Garcia is a man of remarkable wit who uses it for a deeper, serious purpose: to make people think.   

In a word, heôs refreshing.ò 

            The political editor for Tampaôs alternative weekly Creative Loafing, Garcia is best known for his column Political Whore, a 

forum for Tampa Bay politics.  Two of his most well-known columns are ñFix It Nowò and ñHow to Fix Tampa Bay Politics.ò  

Five years ago, Creative Loafingôs editor, David Warner and Garcia sat down to breakfast.  Warner had just hired Garcia, 

and Garcia had just wrapped up managing a right wing senatorial campaign.  Warner asked Garcia to explain how he would fit into 

the liberal paper. 

            ñIôm a progressive by nature.  I guess you could just call me a political whore,ò Garcia quipped. 

            ñThatôd be a funny name for a column,ò replied Warner. And so the column Political Whore was christened. 

            After working with Garcia for five years, Warner calls him genial and the smartest guy in the room. 

The Political Whore, a.k.a. PoHo, was named the Best Media Blog of 2008 by the Florida Netroots Coalition and won the 

Best Blog Award in the 2009 Sunshine State Awards. 

            Garciaôs family emigrated from Spain, via Cuba, five generations ago.  A native of Scotch Plain, N.J. Garcia grew up in an 

Anglo neighborhood in Ft. Lauderdale and speaks only enough Spanish to order a cup of coffee in a café. 

            By ninth grade, he had decided to pursue a journalism career.  ñI liked politics, and I liked writing,ò he said.  Garcia was 

elected class president his junior year, and student council president his senior year. ñJournalism,ò he said, ñseemed like a natural 

fit.ò 

            Throughout his childhood, Garcia had loved Jacques Cousteau television documentaries.  An environmentalist, Cousteau 

studied the oceans and sea life from his ship the Calypso.  ñIt was the coolest show,ò Garcia said.            Continued on Page 9 
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                                         By Thom Foley, President 
 

The Pinellas County chapter board of the Florida ACLU has been  

especially busy in 2009, dealing with a broad spectrum of civil  

liberty issues and concerns.  Our primary activities ï education,  

negotiation and litigation ï have produced successes as well as  

setbacks during this most challenging year. 

 

As in years past, board members were active in diverse educational  

projects, including staffing information tables at the annual Circus McGurkis and at the St. 

Petersburg Times Festival of Reading, where our Banned Books booth continues to dramatize 

continuing attempts to ban books in this country.  Our tabling effort and float in this yearôs Pride 

Festival and Parade was particularly successful, with the assistance and participation of both the 

West Coast Regional office and members of the Miami-based ACLU of Floridaôs LGBT project. 

 

In March, Pinellas board members participated in a state-wide phone campaign to help defeat a 

Gainesville Charter Amendment that would have repealed existing civil rights protections for 

Gainesvilleôs LGBT community.  Members also attended and spoke at city council meetings 

throughout Pinellas County to present arguments against proposed government actions that 

violated the protections of the Bill of Rights.  Thus when Kenneth City proposed a building 

ordinance that would have severely violated citizenôs rights to privacy, or when St. Petersburg 

proposed donating public property to a private developer in order to restrict the free speech rights 

of peaceful protestors, chapter board members added their voices to the efforts to defeat, for now, 

these unconstitutional measures. The Chapter also played a role in assisting the city of Largo to 

grasp the inappropriateness of hosting a prayer breakfast with city staff and resources. 

 

On the litigation front, the Pinellas Legal panel, under the direction of  chair Bruce Howie and 

with assists from the ACLU regional and state  offices, prevailed in court actions involving two 

well-publicized cases this year.  A case involving an effort in Kenneth City to prevent the  

duly elected Mayor ï Teresa Zemaitis ï  from taking office because she was a publicly employed 

school teacher, was successfully resolved, as were the efforts of Clearwater bait shop owner Herb  

Quintero to maintain an artistic mural on the side of his business.  After a heavy-handed response 

to the mural, the city also fined the Quinteroôs for covering the mural with a protest banner 

displaying the full text of the first amendment.  Ultimately, civil liberties were protected in these 

cases. 

 

In addition to these highlights of the past year, the Pinellas ACLU remains an active participant on 

the Florida ACLU board, and played a role in the production of a Chapter Resource Manual which 

has now been distributed to chapter board members throughout the state.  Pinellas board members 

also joined with ACLU state, regional, and other chapters in co-sponsoring a Drug Policy Reform 

Forum in September, and have assisted in state-wide cost cutting measures by hosting two of this 

yearôs State Board meetings in St. Petersburg. 

 

Your local Pinellas ACLU continues to serve as a local champion of civil liberties and a defender 

of the freedoms embedded in the Bill of Rights.  We conclude our year with our annual meeting 

and dinner in December, to honor two particularly deserving advocates:  Abhi Janamanchi, 

recipient of the Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Civil Liberties Award, and Wayne Garcia with the Irene 

Miller Vigilance in Journalism award.  I hope you can attend and help us honor these champions, 

as well as join me in a salute to the Pinellas ACLU board for all that they do for us all. 

 

The Pinellas ACLU is a 

chapter of: 
 

ACLU of Florida 
 

4500 Biscayne Blvd. Suite 340  

Miami, FL 33137  
 

Phone (786) 363-2700 

General  E-mail: 
aclufl@aclufl.org  

 

Membership, renewals, and 

special gifts all help to further 

the cause of liberty in our 

country.  Use any of the 

contact information above. 

Your Pinellas County ACLU Board 
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Nominations 

Committee 

Report 

 

The Pinellas County Chapter will 

elect its Board of Directors for 

2010 at the Bill of Rights Awards 

Banquet on December 2, 2009. All 

current members of the local 

chapter are eligible to vote. The 

Nominations Committee is pleased 

to present these civil libertarians 

who have agreed to serve you for 

election or reelection to two-year 

terms. 

 

Officers:  

 

Thom Foley, President 

Ray Arsenault, 1st Vice Chair 

Maria Vesperi, 2nd Vice Chair 

Paul Pohlman, Secretary 

 

State Board Members:  
Thom Foley, Ray Arsenault 

  

Board Members, 2-year term: 

 

Sandy Hoover     Marianne Huber 

Mark Kamleiter    Tanna Mancini 

Jerry Moore         Glenn Paul 

Nano Riley          Wendy Risk 

Sam Schrift      Pamella Settlegood 

Nigel Watson 

 

Current officers and members 

serving through 2010: 

 

Adrien Helm, State Board   

Bruce Howie, Legal Panel Chair 

 

Jeanne Blue     

John Chase    

Robert Collette     

Karen Doering 

Margaret Evans              

Jeff Harper 

Don Neri                

Jim Peterson 

Jay Sokolovsky              

Zanetta Starks 

 

-- Maria D. Vesperi, Nominations 

Committee Chair  

Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Friend of Civil Liberties Award 
 

The 2009 Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Friend of Civil Liberties Award has been given to  

Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, minister of the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater, in 

recognition of his tireless efforts on behalf of civil liberties in the Tampa Bay area. 

 

Abhi Janamanchi grew up in India where he was informed on the value of freedom by his 

family history.  His grandfather was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi and was involved in Indiaôs 

freedom struggle His family wore homespun cloth as Gandhi advised, foregoing foreign 

clothing.  His grandfather and other relatives marched and protested for over twenty years.  A 

close friend of the family was tried for slapping a British police officer. This history left 

Janamanchi with a strong commitment to freedom and civil liberties. 

 

In school he was a student of history.  He learned that India had borrowed heavily from the 

U.S. Constitution in drafting its own, so he studied the U.S. Constitution to see what it had to 

say.   

ñWhat really got my interest,ò Janamanchi said ñwas the fact that there was such a huge 

emphasis on freedom of thought, belief and speech.  This helped me gain a deeper appreciation 

of why these principles were drafted into the Indian constitution, and subsequently finding out 

the involvement of Unitarians and Universalists in that whole process and recognizing a 

similar connection with the Brahmo Samaj, a Unitarian Hindu group I was a part of, left a 

great impression.  Many of the writers of the Indian constitution were members of the Brahmo 

Samaj.ò   

 

Janamanchi decided to become a Unitarian Universalist minister and came to the Meadville 

Lombard Theological School at the University of Chicago to study.  He continued, ñSeeing 

how much importance Unitarians and Universalists have given to the bill of rights, given 

freedom is an important principle for our own religious tradition, and the work that Unitarian 

Universalism has done to preserve and promote those rights both in civil society and in our 

congregations, lead me to a deeper appreciation of how it (the Bill of Rights) is a fundamental 

symbol of the freedoms and culture of the nation. Thatôs the place I try to move from now.  

Recognizing that itôs not just a Bill of Rights, itôs also a way of being.ò 

 

ñHistorically I am referring to our denominationôs work in the social arena. For example, our 

work in the pre-Civil and post Civil War periods dealing with slavery and oppression, the work 

UUs have done around womenôs rights, our involvement in the  Civil Rights movement.  This 

work continues now with our ongoing work on GLBT rights, and our lifting up our voices 

against torture.ò  

 

When asked to explain what has motivated him to this way of life he said ñI can appreciate, 

based on my own familyôs involvement in the Indian independence struggle, why it is 

important to stand up for oneôs freedom, personal or collective.  Having lived in a society that 

is both free and enslaved,  in the sense of the kind of enslavement that happens when you have 

rigid social systems like the caste system in place.  I have witnessed the oppression of people 

on a day-to-day basis and how that in turn seeks to diminish them, and dehumanize them, and 

demean them, and yet, how they still respond and break those shackles that are imposed on 

them.  Iôve seen both the oppressive and liberating aspects of that in India.  I continue to see 

that here, in more subtle ways, how people and government tend to act in ways that oppress 

people or limit or deny their freedoms.  To me being human is to be free, where we are guided 

in our lives by our conscience.  We are responsible to lead our lives in ways that contribute to 

the common good. Documents like the Bill of Rights provide a good basis for living our lives 

in that way.ò 

 

Rev. Janamanchi states that his deep passion involves the separation of church and state.  He 

agrees with Jefferson that the wall needs to be high and strong.  ñI attribute the vibrancy of 

religion here in the US,ò he said, ñ to the separation of church and state.  When I look to 

countries where there isnôt that separation I see religion as a dying enterprise.ò                                                   

 

  (Continued on Page 4) 



Page 4 

 

Janamanchi sees the religious right as the biggest threat to the Bill of Rights.  ñTo me this is a systematic ongoing effort 

starting in the ó70s, of people carrying these notions of how we were founded as a Christian nation when we know our 

founders wanted, if anything, just the opposite.  I love to draw attention to the Treaty of Tripoli where a sitting president 

(John Adams) stated we are not a Christian nation and did it ironically, to the head of an Islamic state (the Pasha of 

Tripoli). 

 

When Hillsboro County was debating whether or not to have religious holidays in the school year, Janamanchi appeared 

on media programs saying, ñIf you are going to open that door you better open it far and wide to allow every form of 

religious holiday. Itôs better not to go that road, better leave it as it is, otherwise tomorrow the Hindus might show up 

with a long list of holidays that are very meaningful to them.ò 
 

Another focus of Janamanchiôs efforts has been promoting the rights of the GLBT community.  This has been a large 

part of his work in Clearwater.  He was key in organizing the campaign to protect Susan Stanton when she was fired as 

City Manager of Largo.  He worked with colleagues to organize public rallies; he attended commission meetings to 

speak on behalf of Stanton and met with individual commissioners.  
 

He also worked to get the Pinellas County Commission to improve its Human Rights Ordinance to include sexual 

orientation as a protected group.  Though disappointed the Commission did not include the gender identity part of the 

proposal, he feels they did make progress. 
 

Another effort on Rev. Janamanchiôs part was the campaign to defeat Amendment II, the amendment that wrote marriage 

discrimination into the state constitution. Janamanchi rallied a group of more than thirty inter-faith clergy and their 

congregations and civic organizations, to come together to oppose amendment two.  He organized an extensive 

telephoning and letter writing campaign to defeat the amendment.  Though disappointed by the outcome, he feels this 

was a worthwhile effort.  He stated, ñ I believe in marriage equality.  I felt Florida already had unjust laws prohibiting 

same gender marriage. The amendment was redundant and discriminatory.   I also felt it went against some fundamental 

constitutional principles including separation of church and state. I believe civil and religious marriage are different.  

Religions can and should disagree, but to write one way of recognizing marriage into the state Constitution was not only 

trampling on the rights of religions that have a different view of marriage it also was confusing civil and religious 

marriage.  Civil marriage needs to be available regardless of sexual orientation. 
 

Looking to the future, Janamanchi sees health care as a basic human right that we need to work for.  A country that takes 

seriously the pursuit of happiness must have access to health care.  He thinks we need to reform the way we deal with 

immigration. The current anti immigrant campaign is racist and colonial and seeks to blame immigrants  rather than 

looking to see what corrections we need to make in our laws. 
 

The major threat to Civil Liberties Janamanchi said, will continue to be the religious rightôs efforts to undermine the 

separation of church and state.  He warns, ñThey have mastered the art of infiltrating local governments and are chipping 

away at it in a very dispersed and expansive level and are working their way up, all the way to the Supreme Court.  We 

have no clue as to how to counter their efforts. We continue to approach it on a case by case basis which is exactly what 

they want us to do, because then we are devoting our attention to one case after another while in the meantime they are 

off to the next chapter.  To have sitting supreme court justices make statements as to why they are opposed to the 

separation of church and state is not only disheartening it is downright scary.ò 
 

Abhi Janamanchi is committed to making a better world. The Pinellas Chapter of the ACLU is pleased to honor him for 

his work to promote and preserve civil liberties.  

By Jeffrey Harper Sept. 2009  

Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Friend of Civil Liberties Award Continued... 

                                                      

http://www.aclufl.org/2009votingreport/
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ñThereôs so much that needs to be done,ò Sandy Hoover 

by Wendy Risk 

 Sandy Hoover, a fifteen year ACLU veteran, brings experience and intelligence to the  

Pinellas County chapter.  Hoover hails from Kentucky where she was an active member, serving as  

state board ACLU chair for four years.  Her strongest achievements there include expanding  

reproductive freedom projects and gay-straight alliances in Kentucky public schools. 

Hoover enjoys working with the Pinellas board.  ñItôs composed of knowledgeable, caring                                      

individuals.  Thom Foley, our president, is very good.ò    Hoover brings to the board a background in education, social justice, and 

commitment.  Hoover also serves as an at-large member of the Florida state ACLU board, where she is a member of the 

development committee. 

 ñI always wanted to be a teacher,ò said Hoover, who retired in 2003 after almost thirty years of teaching high school and 

university social studies.  Born and raised in Louisville, Hoover was an only child.  Motivated by a love of paper, pens, chalk, and 

chalkboard, she spent several summers teaching the other neighborhood children.  ñWhen I got into the profession, I discovered 

stacks of papers to grade were not as exhilarating as I had imagined.ò  She smiled at the memory.  An exceptional teacher, Hoover 

has won many local, state, and national teaching awards, mentored four student teachers, hosted foreign exchange students, and 

taught as an exchange teacher in Guatemala. 

 In her government class, Hoover assigned students to research the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  They then presented 

to attorneys and judges for feedback.  ñThe students learned a lot,ò Hoover said. Her class won local and state titles and went to 

national competitions four years in a row.  ñThe students learned what the Bill of Rights says, what it means, and how itôs applied,ò 

said Hoover, who has earned a B.A. in history and an M.A. in Russian History. 

 One of her favorite learning experiences was being selected for the Supreme Court Historical Society Summer Institute 

hosted at Georgetown University Law School campus.  The elite program accepts only thirty educators and is funded by the Supreme 

Court Historical Society.  Hoover stayed in the prestigious law school dormitory filled with spacious elevators and wood paneling.  

ñMy undergraduate dorm did not look like that!ò she said.   She and fellow teachers studied Supreme Court cases, sat in the 

chambers to hear arguments, and tried to predict the judgesô decisions.  ñIt was really work,ò she admitted, ñbut I learned a lot.ò  She 

returned home with resource materials to share with her students and workshops to present to local teachers.  In her 

classroom, Friday was always current events day.  ñMinds opened,ò she said.  ñThatôs why education is so important.  You get 

people thinking and away from stereotyping.  Conversation helps students grow.ò  During presidential campaign years, Hoover had 

students write down the name of their favored candidate, and then assigned each student to research the opposing candidate.  ñThey 

often protested, but they learned a lot,ò she said.  Many of her former students entered legal or teaching careers.  She was proud 

when one attended Yale.  Four returned to student teach under Hoover. 

 Hoover met her husband John while working on summer curriculum development.  John didnôt attend the workshop, but a 

friend who did asked if she could share Hooverôs phone number with him.  Hoover eventually consented.  After John phoned, the 

women would drill Hoover about her budding relationship. 

 ñI had no chance,ò John Hoover teased.  ñIt was four or five women plotting together, advising Sandy what to wear and 

what to cook for me.ò  John makes a good partner for Sandy.  They share politics and a commitment to social justice.  ñIf he didnôt 

like animals, or if he was a Republican, he wouldnôt have gotten in the door,ò she joked.  They own a parrot, a cat, and a dog.  

ñSeriously, my husband is very supportive of what I do.ò 

 Sandy attended college during the Civil Rights Movement, the Vietnam War, and the Nixon administrationôs freedom of 

speech restrictions.  They sparked her interest in civil liberties.  That interest matured as she taught government and the Constitution.  

ñIt was a natural segue to join the ACLU,ò she said. 

She had also experienced othersô civil liberties issues such as discrimination, in her work holding officer positions in the 

teachersô union.  In addition, she served on Louisvilleôs central labor council, which combined plumbing, nursing, and teaching 

unions. ñI heard terrible stories of abuse in treatment, words, and pay.ò   

Hoover canôt pick one single pet ACLU issue.  ñIôm interested in everything,ò she said.  If pressed, she will choose religious 

freedom, womenôs rights, and freedom of speech as top priorities.  Besides serving on the Pinellas ACLU board, Hoover volunteers 

at the local ACLU legal office in Tampa, where she assists the lead attorney.  Hoover often handles phone duty.  If the ACLU itself 

canôt assist callers, Hoover tries to direct them to someone who can.  ñSome of the stories are sad and complicated.  Thereôs so much 

that needs to be done.ò 

Hoover recently found a free venue--the University of South Florida here in St. Petersburg--to host the state ACLU board 

meetings.  She confesses to being a type A personality, but with a Southern twist.  That makes Hoover a diplomatic listener with a 

soft personality.  If she had to choose three adjectives to describe herself, they would be organized, diligent, and positive.  Fellow 

board member Adrien Helm added, ñCompetent, determined, inspired, and inspiring.ò                                         

Had she not gone into teaching, Hoover might have become an attorney for a nonprofit organization such as the Sierra Club 

or perhaps an archaeologist.  ñI like digging and finding.  I could never be a doctor,ò she admitted.  ñI would not be comfortable 

making life and death decisions.ò 

Active in St. Peterôs Episcopal Cathedral, Hoover is president of the womenôs auxiliary,               See Hoover on Page 6 
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Stetson law student  

                   to be honored 
 

The Lambda Legal chapter at Stetson University 

College of Law is working with Pinellas ACLU to 

establish an annual prize for student writing about 

gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender issues and 

Florida law. The competition is open to all current 

Stetson law students. Entries will be reviewed by a 

panel of Stetson professors and an ACLU 

committee will select the winning essay from 

among the final three. The $500 award, raised by 

student members of Lambda, will be presented at 

the Pinellas ACLU Bill of Rights Banquet. 

Pinellas ACLU is pleased to co-sponsor what we 

hope will be an annual effort to honor students 

who contribute to the scholarship on civil liberties 

for Floridaôs GLBT communities. -- Maria D. Vesperi 

Harperõs World  
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which recently hosted a dinner party at the St. Petersburg 

Yacht Club for congregants who are over eighty years old.  More 

than seventy people attended.  Their banquet room looked out over 

Tampa Bay, and the youth played classical music.  ñIt turned out 

nicely,ò Hoover said.  ñOne of the neatest ladies was ninety-nine.ò 

Hoover managed all aspects of the dinner party from invitations to 

finances to making the table decorations. 

Hoover keeps her finger in teaching by tutoring several 

afternoons a week.  ñPlaying cards and shopping is not me,ò she 

confessed  She also works for the supervisor of elections as a trainer 

and Election Day advisor.  ñI think voting is extremely important,ò 

she said.  ñPeople should vote.  That goes back to education.  I had 

the word VOTE plastered all over my classroom.ò 

ñSheôs my favorite Supervisor of Elections trainer,ò said a 

local precinct clerk.  ñSheôs organized, knowledgeable, and 

committed to the democratic process.ò  Hoover enjoys needlepoint 

and travel.  The couple has visited the Philippines, Japan, Italy, the 

UK, Canada, Belize, Guatemala, Costa Rica, and many Caribbean 

Islands.  Their home is decorated with treasures from these trips.  

Greece is their next destination. 

 She loves to read, especially fiction, mysteries, and intrigue.  

Favorite authors include Elliot Roosevelt, and Jonathan Kellerman.   










