~ PINELLAS COUNTY GMHPTER, AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION ~
Volume 18 No. 1 CL|P November, 2008

Rights
Restoration:
Where we stand

The Rights Restoration
project here in Florida is
moving along at a steady, but
not so urgent pace. The good
news is that more than
120,000 former felons have
had their rights restored since
April 2007. Governor Crist
should be commended for
recent rule changesto . Sjdney Goetz: A Remembrance
streamline the process of
restoring civil rights.

In late August an executive
order required the Office of
Executive Clemency and the
Florida Parole Commission
to provide more information

Sidney Goetz'ardent dedication to justice a
civil liberties, his insightful intellect, and his
untiring efforts to organize and educate, we
a constant in Florida for nearly thirty years.

Born in New York in 1914, Sid was a most

and greater public access to© X ¢ € P tional student KEEPo nclias Countys
civil rights restoration early grades, graduating from college at the L4
age of 18, and from Columbia Law School at Florida

information.
It also required a voter

registration application to be pirihqay before being allowed to take the State Bar exam. His long and noteworthy legal care
included in every Restorationnc|yded a private practice specializing in marital law and custody issues, as well as a variety
Certificate mailed from the = giate and federal posts. A highlights list would include service as an elected member of the ]

the age of 20. He had to wait until his 21st

Parole Commission to all ¢ East Hills, New York; as Counsel to the New York State Civil Defense Commission; as Exe
released felons. Director of the TriState Civil Defense Planning Board; and a number of other positions of trus
(continued on page # the national government during World War 1. Corftinued on page 6
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Union is proud to announce the selection of Bruce Howie a
2008 recipient of the Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Civil Liberties
Award. The official presentation of the award, which is give
a county resident who has shown extraordinary and unflag

commi t ment to civil |iberti
annual Bill of Rights Dinner on Thursday evening, Decembe
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Howie, who has practiced law his entire career in

. h A little Histor 8
Pinellas County, holds an A.B. from Harvard, cum laude in Y

government, and a J.D. from Boston University. Howie has

argued more than 100 jury trials, including many pro bono ¢

challenging constitutional rights violations. .
( Continued on Page b
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It is your duty as a citizen to Pinellas Chapter members were vigilant in insuring the rights of people to vote. Members met

help shape your govenment
and safeguard our heritage
of Freedom.
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Eternal Vigilance

By Thom Foley, President
With Paul Pohlman, VP
Your Pinellas County chapter of the Florida ACLU continues to serve as a local champion of civil
liberties and a defender of the freedoms embedded in the Bill of Rights. This year as most, has
witnessed some daunting challenges as well as a feweaslked victories.
The Pinellas Chapter of the Florida ACLU has had a busy 2008 helping to defend civil liberties.
Chapter members and supporters are to be thanked for their service during the year.

Voting Rights

with Deborah Clark, Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections, to discuss the use of the new voting
machines, provisional ballots, the possible suppression of voting, and the process of counting all
votes. Members also serve as poll watchers.

ACongress
law respecting an
establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; ¢
the right of the people
peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the

S

of evanc

gri

The First Amendment of
our US constitution

Government for a redresg

The restoration of the rights of é&lons to vote has been vigorously pursued by local chapter
members. Former felons can now go online to find out if their rights have been restored. The
ACLU local, regional, and state offices continue to advocate with the governor and the legislature
for easier and fairer methods of restoring voting rights.

Amendment Two

A coordinated effort of civil liberties groups was undertaken to defeat Amendment Two on the
November 4 ballot. The amendment was written in such a way as to bring the rights of any
partners who are not married into question. Local members spoke out against the amendment and
passed out literature at community events.

Education Events

. Chapter members handed out ACLU literature, manned tables, and visited with the public at a
L number of events during the year. The Pinellas Chapter of the Florida ACLU had a table at and
- marched in the St. Pete Pride Parade, tabled and passed out literature at Circus McGurkis, and
sponsored the Banned Books display at the St. Petersburg Times Reading Festival.

Legal Panel

The Pinellas ACLUis a

chapter of:

ACLU of Florida

The Pinellas Chapter legal Panel continues to review and pursue civil liberties cases. Bruce Howie
is chair of the Legal Panel. Mark Kamleiter filled in for him for a number of months this year. The
Legal Panel meets monthly to review cases.

The Annual Bill of Rights Dinner

Miami, FL 33137

Phone(786) 3632700

General Email:
aclufl@aclufl.org

Membership, renewals, and
special gifts all help to further
the cause of liberty in our
country. Use any of the
contact information above.

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

The Pinellas Chapter is proud to hold an annual Bill of Rights Dinner in December. We present
two awards, The Gardner W. Beckett Jr. Civil Liberties Award and the Irene Miller Vigilance in
Journalism Award. We meet to renew our commitment to civil liberties. Please join us this year.

Protect Civil Liberties

If your rights or the rights of others to speak freely, to peaceably assemble, to privacy, or to
receive due process are violated, please contact the ACLU. You can contact the ACLU of Florida
by calling the state office in Miami at 78%3-2700 or emailing them at aclufl@aclufl.org. You

can contact the West Coast Regional Office in Tampa aR2848925

Space prohibits listing all of the activities of your chapter board, but in addition to these
highlights, upcoming plans include participating in an ACLU regional strategic planning retreat
this winter, and hostingalongovdru e gat hering in appreciation
Pinellas County. And, of course, gathering in December at our annual dinner to honor a local
champion of civil right§ Bruce Howiei with the Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Civil Liberties Award.
Otis Anthonyof WMNF will also be recognized with the Irene Miller Journalism award. Hope
you can attend. ltds a great time to sal
efforts to preserve freedom for us all.
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The Irene Miller Vigilance in Journa
Honoring Otis Anthony

Otis R. Anthonyds dedication t
and economic justice through print and broadcast media speaks dires
to the spirit of the Irene Miller Vigilance in Journalism Award. The
award recognizes consistent, objective and comprehensive reporting on the actions of
governments, particularly in the Tampa Bay area. If citizens are to make informed decisi
such reporting is vital.

As a volunteer programmer at WMNBAV Community Radio, Otis Anthony hosts
Sunday Foruma twehour talk show dedicated to exploring the relations between citizens
government at | ocal regional, state an
Anthony has approached a wide range of constitutional issues throwghdialogue with

experts and response to questions and comments from listeners. His attention to the 2008

presidential election and his sustained efforts to present voting procedures and voting rig
issues in clear, accessible language are true contributions to the democratic process.

iThe things we are seeing happening
is still a sector that is willing to endorse McCaHfke policies against people they consider Q);la pee” 2ndl ViEeThal
: ! ! Paul Pohlman, Secretar
too |iberal or too progressive, O Anthony Cb e ©
~ . rlI eele'® raet
ifiThose practices that seem to want t r% ST ack
tendency to undermine our constitutiona fbﬁﬁﬁﬁv R my
o ) . L riice Howie rk
these are Aoveeactbhinggeaddssubsithateare of equad corscérh Kame|te Lenll Pare) @i
to the ACLU. ioOn the show we talk a | ot ané ' zgm HeepF’
the Justice Department, o Ant hony §a|d. nTthtfar%éal\}feh&}s.men
people who are trained in protecting thpe publicos Trigh
direction. o Jeanie Blue, Norman Brown,

This radio host is not just a sideline critic. Anthony worked for the U.S. Justice

Department as a conciliator two decades ago, and he is proud of his experience. But thifgdason Dauvis,

have changed. fAWe have an administratio
for war, but also uses legal council to fit the policies for spying and surveillance on

Americans. 0
Anthony said that he selects the topicsSanday Forunii by bei ng r e
with the perspective of his I|Iisteners,

colossally in tune with national and international developments as they happen. And king
instinctively having a sense of what wo
What Anthony modestly refers to as f
attention to public affairs and meticulous preparation. Unlike the kind of programming th
gives talk radio a bad nam@yunday Forunshortcircuits the endless opinion loop by focusin

on informed perspectives about such topics as Castro and Cuba, the display of the Confederate
It 0 s |phell¥s Chadter BleBaltes 18 th

flag, or Pal estine. AfiWhen we know
objectivity into it, to develop a very evidenbased and researtha s e d
sai d. @Al ha v-lkased and teseartiased. IYdu yust haaectd ba i
A native of Tampa, the 5yearold Anthony is a graduate of Blake High School an
holds a BA degree in African American Studies and Sociology from the University of Sol
Florida and a MA in Urban Administration from Bucknell University. At USF he led the Blac

progr a

Student Union and he retains close ties to the campus, which has archived tapes and trg
from a project he organized in the 1970
American resident s. BhlackiTéampay Vhé Rooth dof 3 Regptchased

on this material. He is also author@é&ep, Black and Jazzg collection of dramatic poetry.
Anthony reaches out to college professors from around the coun®yifalay Forum
in the process he has discovered an
freedoms of progressive intellectua
Whatever the topic, keeping people
of Sunday Forum A Wi t hout a informed citizenry
Ant hony concluded, nd our society wil
frightening. o --Maria D. Vesperi
Past recipients of the award includeine Lindberg, Rob Lorei, Don Addis, Howard Troxler, Martin
Dyckman, WMNF News TeaBaniel Ruth, Lucy Morgan, Jean HellandKathy Fountain
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Pinellas Chapter Service

|~ Recognition ~|
ng awareness of
Our local organization is widely

recognized as among the most
active and vibrant chapters of
bhd, or i dadés ACLU
follows is a list of those who
served on our local Board of
&Neectors in 2008. The election fq
(RO0P wiltibe held this coginge |
spring.

~ Officers ~

S Thom Foley President

Arsenault, First ViceChair

John Chase, Robert Collette,
Karen Doering,
JefhHatper, mdrien Helm,| y
Sandy Hoover, Tanna Mancini,

Jerry Moore, Don Neri, Glenn
aPlaul, im iPatersbny NarotRiley
WwWendyRisk, Saml Sahrifg day

ofSokolovsky, Zanetta Starks,
F r i e &NigebWatkenr i n g
instincto is m
> If you would like to serve, se
the back page to contact us

n

AGLU AidtidiaBBalu¥f directors
Ray Arsenault
| Thom Foley

thAdnen Helm
ack

nscripts

Winnie Foster
Ruth Uphaus
Our Chapter will not be the sa
QukhBukttle ur%a ind stibso

ingpiraflon d’l‘oeldeoS

m
al?\oe
the %@dné&}
Go¥{zar{dBon Musséimarto o
-tevre memtierk df ourrBeaitd whb e
remaﬁmedgagi\p in eden ygars S,

members of our Advisory Board. Se
articles elsewhere in this issue.

-- Maria D. Vesperi, Nominations
Committee Chair
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+DUSHU -V :RUOG On the Front lines
Theegal Panel in 2008

By Mark Kamleiter

The work of the legal panel this

year has centered primarily on legal issues
concerning government efforts to limit

freedom of expression. We intervened with

the administration of th€riminal Justice

Center due to their requiring protesters to
remain in a couple of
while vendors of thes W 3HWHUVEXU 971
TBT journal were allowed to approach

pedestrians at the doors of the Center. The
Centerf6s administration
requiring the vendors t
speech zones. 0 Whil e t
protesters from their A
confinement, it has probably brought the

Center into conformity with legal
reqguirements. The dAfre
close enough to where pedestrians pass, to be
considered a fAreasonabl
manner o restriction.

We represented an individual who protested

St. Petersburgébés ordina
public parks after 10 P.M.. The protester

believed that the ordinance was enacted as a

way to criminalize the homeless who take

shelter inWilliams Park in the downtown

and he chose to defy the ordinance through

civil disobedience. Unfortunately, this

individual failed to adequately demonstrate

that the purpose of his defiance was to

challenge the ordinance on constitutional

grounds. The matter ended in a denial of the
individual s first amen

Rights Restoratiors from Page 1 District Court of Appeals.

The ACLU is monitoring a series of other
Their web site now allows an individual to access and print a copy of their ordinances passed by St. Petersburg, which are

certificate. intended to limit where the homeless may

gather or sleep. While there may be some
However, since this executive or der congitgiondl Arguments aghimstthesee f f ect
resulted i n a c a siasnmhyefeldrts oever dot atchahce tpordinances, Is@far thé police do not seem to be

register to vote. Another unfortunate fact of all this restoration effort is that lesséhésrcing them through arrest. There may be

10% of those whose voting rights were restored, actually registered to vote.  some use of the ordinances to bully or threaten

We need to be more proactive in getting the message out how important it is tathe@tkomeless, but this is more difficult to

at all levels. Voting can change the way the federal, state and local governmentsaoxitor and deal with. We are particularly

regarding all kinds of civil rights issues as they affect all citizens. watching to ensure that the police are not
obligating the homeless to go to falthsed

In conclusion, | urge everyone to continually petition the Governor and the shelters as an alternative to arrest.

Clemency Board to ease the ruiesspecially in the area of obtaining professiona . . :

licenses for seeking gainful employment! There are still nearly an estimated ong;\l/me Howie has met Wlthhlmurenga

million former felons who are living without their full rights restoremhd this fact aller of theUhurus relative to their

alone does not make for a just and inclusive society in our state. concerns about two recent St. Petersburg

Glenn Paul (Continued on pagé)



