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birthday before being allowed to take the State Bar exam.  His long and noteworthy legal career 

included a private practice specializing in marital law and custody issues, as well as a variety of local, 

state, and federal posts.  A highlights list would include service as an elected member of the Trustees 

of East Hills, New York; as Counsel to the New York State Civil Defense Commission; as Executive 

Director of the Tri-State Civil Defense Planning Board; and a number of other positions of trust with 

the national government during World War II.                            ( Continued on page 6 ) 

~ 2008 Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Civil Liberties Award ~ 

 

The Pinellas County Chapter of the American Civil Liberties 

Union is proud to announce the selection of Bruce Howie as the 

2008 recipient of the Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Civil Liberties 

Award.  The official presentation of the award, which is given to 

a county resident who has shown extraordinary and unflagging 

commitment to civil liberties, will take place at the chapterôs 

annual Bill of Rights Dinner on Thursday evening, December 4, 

2008. 

 ñBruce Howie has a keen legal mind, is persistent, and 

has always lived up to Gardner Beckettôs ideals,ò said Thom 

Foley, president of the Pinellas County Chapter of the ACLU.  

ñHe takes cases that seem hopeless and never lets go.  His 

guidance and advice to the chapter board has been faultless.ò 

 Howie, who has practiced law his entire career in 

Pinellas County, holds an A.B. from Harvard, cum laude in 

government, and a J.D. from Boston University.  Howie has 

argued more than 100 jury trials, including many pro bono cases 

challenging constitutional rights violations. 

                                                  ( Continued on Page 5 ) 

CLIP  

Rights 

Restoration: 

Where we stand 
 

The Rights Restoration 

project here in Florida is 

moving along at a steady, but 

not so urgent pace. The good 

news is that more than 

120,000 former felons have 

had their rights restored since 

April 2007.  Governor Crist 

should be commended for 

recent rule changes to 

streamline the process of  

restoring civil rights.     

In late August an executive 

order required the Office of 

Executive Clemency and the 

Florida Parole Commission 

to provide more information 

and greater public access to 

civil rights restoration 

information. 

It also required a voter 

registration application to be 

included in every Restoration  

Certificate mailed from the 

Parole Commission to all 

released felons.    

    (continued on page 4 ) 

Bruce Howie Honored 

 

Sidney Goetz:  A Remembrance   
 

Sidney Goetz's ardent dedication to justice and 

civil liberties, his insightful intellect, and his 

untiring efforts to organize and educate, were 

a constant in Florida for nearly thirty years. 

 Born in New York in 1914, Sid was a most 

exceptional student who was 'skipped throughô 

early grades, graduating from college at the 

age of 18, and from Columbia Law School at 

the age of  20.  He had to wait until his 21st  
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ñCongress shall make no 

law respecting an 

establishment of religion, 

or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; or 

the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, 

and to petition the 

Government for a redress 

of grievances.ò 

 

The First Amendment of 

our US constitution 
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By Thom Foley, President 
With  Paul Pohlman, VP 

Your Pinellas County chapter of the Florida ACLU continues to serve as a local champion of civil 

liberties and a defender of the freedoms embedded in the Bill of Rights.  This year as most,  has 

witnessed some daunting challenges as well as a few well-earned victories. 

The Pinellas Chapter of the Florida ACLU has had a busy 2008 helping to defend civil liberties. 

Chapter members and supporters are to be thanked for their service during the year. 

 

Voting Rights 
 

Pinellas Chapter members were vigilant in insuring the rights of people to vote. Members met 

with Deborah Clark, Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections, to discuss the use of the new voting 

machines, provisional ballots, the possible suppression of voting, and the process of counting all 

votes. Members also serve as poll watchers. 
 

Rights Restoration 
 

The restoration of the rights of ex-felons to vote has been vigorously pursued by local chapter 

members. Former felons can now go online to find out if their rights have been restored. The 

ACLU local, regional, and state offices continue to advocate with the governor and the legislature 

for easier and fairer methods of restoring voting rights. 
 

Amendment Two 
 

A coordinated effort of civil liberties groups was undertaken to defeat Amendment Two on the 

November 4 ballot. The amendment was written in such a way as to bring the rights of any 

partners who are not married into question. Local members spoke out against the amendment and 

passed out literature at community events. 
 

Education Events 
 

Chapter members handed out ACLU literature, manned tables, and visited with the public at a 

number of events during the year. The Pinellas Chapter of the Florida ACLU had a table at and 

marched in the St. Pete Pride Parade, tabled and passed out literature at Circus McGurkis, and 

sponsored the Banned Books display at the St. Petersburg Times Reading Festival. 
 

Legal Panel 
 

The Pinellas Chapter legal Panel continues to review and pursue civil liberties cases. Bruce Howie 

is chair of the Legal Panel. Mark Kamleiter filled in for him for a number of months this year. The 

Legal Panel meets monthly to review cases. 
 

The Annual Bill of Rights Dinner 
 

The Pinellas Chapter is proud to hold an annual Bill of Rights Dinner in December. We present 

two awards, The Gardner W. Beckett Jr. Civil Liberties Award and the Irene Miller Vigilance in 

Journalism Award. We meet to renew our commitment to civil liberties. Please join us this year. 
 

Protect Civil Liberties  
 

If your rights or the rights of others to speak freely, to peaceably assemble, to privacy, or to 

receive due process are violated, please contact the ACLU. You can contact the ACLU of Florida 

by calling the state office in Miami at 786-363-2700 or e-mailing them at aclufl@aclufl.org. You 

can contact the West Coast Regional Office in Tampa at 813-254-0925  

Space prohibits listing all of the activities of your chapter board, but in addition to these 

highlights, upcoming plans include participating in an ACLU regional strategic planning retreat 

this winter, and hosting a long over-due gathering in appreciation of the ACLUôs valued donors in 

Pinellas County. And, of course, gathering in December at our annual dinner to honor a local 

champion of civil rights ï Bruce Howie ï with the Gardner W. Beckett, Jr. Civil Liberties Award.  

Otis Anthony of WMNF will also be recognized with the Irene Miller Journalism award.  Hope 

you can attend.  Itôs a great time to salute the Pinellas ACLU board for all that they do in their 

efforts to preserve freedom for us all. 

The Pinellas ACLU is a 

chapter of: 
 

ACLU of Florida 
 

4500 Biscayne Blvd. Suite 340  

Miami, FL 33137  
 

Phone (786) 363-2700 

General  E-mail: 
aclufl@aclufl.org  

 

Membership, renewals, and 

special gifts all help to further 

the cause of liberty in our 

country.  Use any of the 

contact information above. 
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Pinellas Chapter Service  

|~ Recognition ~| 
 

Our local organization is widely 

recognized as among the most 

active and vibrant chapters of  

Floridaôs ACLU Affiliate. What 

follows is a list of those who 

served on  our local Board of 

Directors in 2008. The election for 

2009 will be held this coming 

spring. 

~ Officers ~ 
 

  Thom Foley, President 

  Ray Arsenault, First Vice-Chair 

  Maria Vesperi, 2nd  Vice-Chair 

  Paul Pohlman, Secretary 

  Carol Steele & Margaret 

Evans, Treasurers 

  Bruce Howie & Mark 

Kamleiter , Legal Panel Chairs 

   

~ At large Members ~         
   

Jeanie Blue, Norman Brown, 

John Chase, Robert Collette, 

Jason Davis,    Karen Doering,   

Jeff Harper, Adrien Helm,  

Sandy Hoover, Tanna Mancini, 

Jerry Moore, Don Neri, Glenn 

Paul,  Jim Peterson, Nano Riley,  

Wendy Risk,  Sam Schrift, Jay 

Sokolovsky,  Zanetta Starks,   

& Nigel Watson 

  

> If you would like to serve, see     

    the back page to contact us. 

 

Pinellas Chapter Delegates to the 

ACLU Florida Board of directors: 

  Ray Arsenault 

  Thom Foley 

  Adrien Helm 
 

 

 
 

Advisory Board: 
Winnie Foster 

Ruth Uphaus 

Our Chapter will not be the same 

without the unflagging support and 

inspiration provided by the late Sidney 

Goetz and Don Musselman, two long

-term members of our Board who 

remained active in recent years as 

members of our Advisory Board. See 

articles elsewhere  in this issue.  
 
 

-- Maria D. Vesperi, Nominations 

Committee Chair  

                 The Irene Miller Vigilance in Journalism Award 2008 

                       Honoring Otis Anthony 
 Otis R. Anthonyôs dedication to promoting awareness of political, social  

and economic justice through print and broadcast media speaks directly  

to the spirit of the Irene Miller Vigilance in Journalism Award. The  

award recognizes consistent, objective and comprehensive reporting on the actions of 

governments, particularly in the Tampa Bay area. If citizens are to make informed decisions, 

such reporting is vital. 

As a volunteer programmer at WMNF-FM Community Radio, Otis Anthony hosts 

Sunday Forum, a two-hour talk show dedicated to exploring the relations between citizens and 

government at local, regional, state and federal levels. In his four years as the programôs host, 

Anthony has approached a wide range of constitutional issues through on-air dialogue with 

experts and response to questions and comments from listeners. His attention to the 2008 

presidential election and his sustained efforts to present voting procedures and voting rights 

issues in clear, accessible language are true contributions to the democratic process.  

 ñThe things we are seeing happening on the campaign trail, it reminds me that there 

is still a sector that is willing to endorse McCarthy-like policies against people they consider 

too liberal or too progressive,ò Anthony said in a recent interview.  

ñThose practices that seem to want to walk us back into darkness, and have a 

tendency to undermine our constitutional rights get my attention,ò he explained. High among 

these are ñoverarching and over-reaching executive powersòðissues that are of equal concern 

to the ACLU. ñOn the show we talk a lot and I am deeply concerned with the politicization of 

the Justice Department,ò Anthony said. ñThe appointment of people who are not career people, 

people who are trained in protecting the publicôs rights, I think this is a trend in the wrong 

direction.ò 

This radio host is not just a sideline critic. Anthony worked for the U.S. Justice 

Department as a conciliator two decades ago, and he is proud of his experience. But things 

have changed. ñWe have an administration that not only fixes intelligence to fix the policies 

for war, but also uses legal council to fit the policies for spying and surveillance on 

Americans.ò 

 Anthony said that he selects the topics for Sunday Forum ñby being really in tuneò 

with the perspective of his listeners, which is largely progressive. Also, he added, ñby staying 

colossally in tune with national and international developments as they happen. And kind of 

instinctively having a sense of what worries us during these times.ò 

 What Anthony modestly refers to as ñinstinctò is more easily recognized as vigilant 

attention to public affairs and meticulous preparation. Unlike the kind of programming that 

gives talk radio a bad name, Sunday Forum short-circuits the endless opinion loop by focusing 

on informed perspectives about such topics as Castro and Cuba, the display of the Confederate 

flag, or Palestine.  ñWhen we know itôs a very controversial issue we try to put more 

objectivity into it, to develop a very evidence-based and research-based program,ò Anthony 

said. ñI have to be really fact-based and research-based. You just have to be on ñ 

A native of Tampa, the 57-year-old Anthony is a graduate of Blake High School and 

holds a BA degree in African American Studies and Sociology from the University of South 

Florida and a MA in Urban Administration from Bucknell University. At USF he led the Black 

Student Union and he retains close ties to the campus, which has archived tapes and transcripts 

from a project he organized in the 1970s to collect oral histories from Tampaôs oldest African 

American residents. Anthonyôs historical guide, Black Tampa, The Roots of a People, is based 

on this material. He is also author of Deep, Black and Jazzy, a collection of dramatic poetry. 

Anthony reaches out to college professors from around the country for Sunday Forum 

and in the process he has discovered another bellwether subject.  ñI am very concerned about 

the freedoms of progressive intellectuals,ò he said. ñI think there is a chilling effect.ò  

Whatever the topic, keeping people ñaware and aliveò about issues is the central goal 

of Sunday Forum. ñWithout an informed citizenry we will not be able to protect our rights, 

Anthony concluded, ñand our society will creep slowly...toward something which is 

frightening.ò        --Maria D. Vesperi 
 

Past recipients of the award include: Anne Lindberg, Rob Lorei, Don Addis, Howard Troxler, Martin 

Dyckman, WMNF  News Team, Daniel Ruth, Lucy Morgan, Jean Heller and Kathy Fountain. 
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Harperôs World 

On the Front lines - 

The Legal Panel in 2008 

      By Mark Kamleiter 

 

The work of the legal panel this  

year has centered primarily on legal issues 

concerning government efforts to limit 

freedom of expression.  We intervened with 

the administration of the Criminal Justice 

Center due to their requiring protesters to 

remain in a couple of ñfree speech zones,ò 

while vendors of the �6�W�����3�H�W�H�U�V�E�X�U�J���7�L�P�H�V�¶��
TBT journal were allowed to approach 

pedestrians at the doors of the Center.  The 

Centerôs administration responded by 

requiring the vendors to work out of the ñfree 

speech zones.ò  While this didnôt free 

protesters from their ñfree speech zoneò 

confinement, it has probably brought the 

Center into conformity with legal 

requirements.  The ñfree speech zonesò are 

close enough to where pedestrians pass, to be 

considered a ñreasonable time, place, and 

mannerò restriction. 
 

We represented an individual who protested 

St. Petersburgôs ordinance against staying in 

public parks after 10 P.M..  The protester 

believed that the ordinance was enacted as a 

way to criminalize the homeless who take 

shelter in Williams Park in the downtown 

and he chose to defy the ordinance through 

civil disobedience.  Unfortunately, this 

individual failed to adequately demonstrate 

that the purpose of his defiance was to 

challenge the ordinance on constitutional 

grounds.  The matter ended in a denial of the 

individualôs first amendment arguments by the 

District Court of Appeals. 
 

The ACLU is monitoring a series of other 

ordinances passed by St. Petersburg, which are 

intended to limit where the homeless may 

gather or sleep.  While there may be some 

constitutional arguments against these 

ordinances, so far the police do not seem to be 

enforcing them through arrest.  There may be 

some use of the ordinances to bully or threaten 

the homeless, but this is more difficult to 

monitor and deal with.  We are particularly 

watching to ensure that the police are not 

obligating the homeless to go to faith-based 

shelters as an alternative to arrest. 
 

Bruce Howie has met with Chimurenga 

Waller  of the Uhurus relative to their 

concerns about two recent St. Petersburg 

(Continued on page 6) 

Rights Restorationé from Page 1 

 

Their  web site now allows an individual to access and print a copy of their 

certificate. 

 

However, since this executive order wasnôt put into effect until such a late date, it  

resulted in a case of  ñtoo little, too lateò ï as many ex-felons never got a chance to 

register to vote. Another unfortunate fact of all this restoration effort is that less than 

10% of those whose voting rights were restored, actually registered to vote.  

We need to be more proactive in getting the message out how important it is to vote 

at all levels. Voting can change the way the federal, state and local governments act 

regarding all kinds of civil rights issues as they affect all citizens. 

 

In conclusion, I urge everyone to continually petition the Governor and the 

Clemency Board to ease the rules ï especially in the area of obtaining professional 

licenses for seeking gainful employment! There are still nearly an estimated one 

million former felons who are living without their full rights restored - and this fact 

alone does not make for a just and  inclusive society in our state.        

                                                                                                               Glenn Paul 
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